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DETAILED ACTION 

Newly submitted claims 17-24 have been entered. The active claims are 1-24 of 
which claims 1,7,9,13 and 1 4 are independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fujimori (USP 7,009,942) in view of Fellman (USP 6,980,990). 

See Figures 8 and 12 and the corresponding description in Fujimori. Fujimori 
teaches: 

Claim 1,9, 13, 14, 15, 

A method (flow charts in Figures 8 and 12) of automatically determining a 
device's nickname the method (column 1 , line 9-12), comprising: 

recognizing a first device that has been connected to a network (see "detecting 
means" in column 2 line 9-10) without being assigned any nickname, wherein the 
nickname identifies a characteristic of the first device and can be recognized by the 
network; 

selecting a nickname (column 8, line 27-33) for the recognized first device from a 
recommended nickname table which is also connected to the network; and 
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registering information (inherent, see "memory stores connection information" in 
claim 1) regarding the selected nickname in a nickname registration- managing module 
connected to the network. 

The only difference is that Fujimori does not explicitly state that the names are 
from a table. Assigning names from a name table is well known in network or 
communication art. 

See at least the title and the abstract in Fellman. Fellman teaches a name 
assigning system for assigning and registering names to devices connected to Internet. 
From the teaching of Fellman, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill to 
assign names from a table to devices connected to a network so that the user is able to 
make names he like available to the name selection system of Fujimori. 

Claim 2, 10 

This is nothing more than an interlock signal indicating to the name assigning 
system that a device is newly connected to the network and requires a name 
assignment. The signal is inherent. 

Claim 3, 4, 11, 12 

See steps SA5 in Figure 8 and step SB4 in Figure 12. The newly connected 
device is detected by a monitoring device. 

Claims 5, 6, 7, 8, 16 

Inherent. That is exactly why newly connected device requires name assignment 

so as to be uniquely identified in a network. 
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Claims 17, 

The claims merely consist of non-functional descriptive materials which have no 
functional relationship to the method steps of their parent claims. The claims therefore 
are not patentably distinct over the applied references. 

Claim 18, 

See IP address in column 1 /line 23-29, 40, 50 and 55 in Fellman. 
Claim 19, 

See DNS in column 1/line 17, 23, 33, 41 of Fellman. 
Claims 20-24 

In column 8/line 27-33, Fujimori teaches that "(i)n a line name column, the line 
name specific to each apparatus is displayed which was automatically assigned when 
the apparatus was connected to the mLAN system". The module in Fujimori which 
triggers the assigning performs the requesting of the determination of the nickname of 
the first device. 

Response 

On page 10 of the response, Applicants state "the claimed method, thus, sets 
forth, inter alia, recognizing a first device that has been connected to a network without 
being assigned a nickname". Fujimori teaches in column 8/line 27-33 that "(i)n a line 
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name column, the line name specific to each apparatus is displayed which was 
automatically assigned when the apparatus was connected to the mLAN system". The 
apparatus in Fujimori is without a name when it is connected to the LAN nwtwork. The 
system in Fujimori automatically recognizes the apparatus when it is connected to the 
network. Thereafter, a name is assigned. 

On page 11, applicants contended that Fujikori' s apparatus has another name 
other than the assigned line name. Whether or not Fujimori's apparatus has another 
name would not render Applicants' claims patentably distinct over Fujimori so long a 
name is automatically assigned to an apparatus in Fujimori when the apparatus is 
connected to a network column 8/line 27-33). 

On page 12, Applicants appear to contend that the claims recite assigning a 
nickname which identifies a characteristic of the device. The claims recite automatically 
assigning a nickname to a device when it is connected to a network. The claims do not 
recite how the nickname is used differently than the line name of Fujimori. Assigning a 
nickname is no different than assigning a line name. Merely reciting that the nickname 
identifies a characteristic of the device would not render the claims patentably distinct 
over Fujimori because whether or not a nickname identifies a characteristic of the 
device is solely dependent on the chosen name and is not related to assigning a name 
per se. 

Fujimori and Fellman meet all claim limitations. There are no arguments provided 
by Appellants as to how the claims or Applicants' improvement are patentably distinct 
over the applied references or what problem is solved by the improvement. 
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Other References Cited 

Figure 1 of Alexander et al (USP 6,798,767) show a naming menu having 
nickname. Alexander also teach, in column 9/line 5-14, associating device names with 
IP address in a table. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID Y. ENG whose telephone number is 571-272-3984. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8AM to 3PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, SALEH NAJJAR, can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 

PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/DAVID Y. ENG/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2455 



